


 

2008   

Town of Rich Creek  

Comprehensive Plan 

 
By 

The Rich Creek Planning Commission 

and 

The New River Valley  

Planning District Commission  

 



  
2008 Town of Rich Creek Comprehensive Plan                  i    

WHY A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ? 

The Comprehensive Plan is a fundamental tool for a locality to gu ide and nurture 

growth, given the relative conditions of its social and economic infrastructure, 

demographic trends and issues, and natural features.  The Comprehensive Plan is an 

essential tool for citizens to exercise their rights as òmembersó of an incorporated 

municipality to determine its future direction through participation in the planning 

process.  The function of a Comprehensive Plan is not to bind the Town to one 

course of action, but rather to ensure that the long term effects of individual 

decisions are considered with respect to the overall development of the Town.  

 

Once a plan is adopted by the local governing body, a comprehensive plan has the 

following legal status:  

... it shall control the general or approximate location, character, and 
ext ent of each feature shown on the plan. Thereafter no 
...(improvement) whether publicly or privately owned shall be 
established, constructed, or authorized, unless and until...submitted to 
an approved by the local commission as being substantially in accord  
with the adopted comprehensive plan or part thereof.   (Code of 
Virginia, §15.2 - 2232.  Legal status of plan, part A.)  

 

Although this plan is legally valid for the Town of Rich Creek, services such as 

sewer and water which are provided to unincorporated are as outside the corporate 

limits of the Town make it necessary that certain (unincorporated) adjacent areas 

of Giles County are considered in the presentation of this plan.   

 

This Plan was formally adopted by the Town Council at a meeting held in 2008  
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THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STRUCTURE  

Providing for the present while planning for the future are important endeavors 

for any community. The comprehensive plan serves as a framework by which a 

locality can identify it s needs and rationally allocate its resources to meet those 

needs. 

 

The comprehensive plan incorporates several documents into one ge neral plan.  

First, it contains  environmental information about the community; secondly, it 

identifies goals about where th e community envisions itself in the future and how, 

through certain objectives, or strategies, it will arrive at those goals; and thirdly, 

it implements those elements through the Future Land Use Guide, physically 

identifying future land use plans based on  natural and man-made constraints and 

other considerations.   

 

The plan may include, but need not be limited to:  (1) designating areas for various 

types of public and private development; (2) designating a comprehensive system of 

transportation facilities ; (3) delineating a system of community service facilities; 

(4) promoting affordable housing; and (5) designating areas for renovation and 

other special community programs.  

 

The Rich Creek Comprehensive Plan guides the Town Council, the Planning 

Commission, and any other official bodies of the Town in making decisions affecting 

the long term growth and development of the Town.  Whenever decisions regarding 

zoning, new development, water or sewer expansion, or other factors arise, 

reference to the comprehen sive plan should be made as part of the deliberative 

process.   
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LOCATION  

Rich Creek is located in the north central portion of Giles County at the 

intersection of U.S. Route 460 and U.S. Route 219, along the banks of the New 

River and Rich Creek. The Town lies in Rich Creek Valley and on the slopes of Wylie 

and Powell Mountains. The Town lies almost at the junction between the folds of 

the Valley & Ridge Province and the horizontal rock strata of the Appalachian 

Plateau. The Town has an incorporated area  of 524 acres (.82 square miles) and 

much of the Town's area consists of fairly steep slopes.  

 

Rich Creek serves as an access point to Route 460 for a considerable portion of 

West Virginia. Rich Creek should continue maximizing its strategic transportation  

location.  Map 1 illustrates its location .  

 

HISTORY  

The area known as Rich Creek was first settled by Daniel Shumate in 1780.  The 

importance of the Rich Creek Valley as a gateway to Monroe County, West Virginia 

was long recognized, leading to the Town's  development from a rail head of the 

Virginian Railway.  Notable events in Rich Creek's history include the first electric 

service in 1928; the construction of the highway to Glen Lyn in 1932; the 

construction of Celco in 1940; and the incorporation of the  Town in 1946-47.   

 

Other Rich Creek milestones include the opening of Elmac in 1974; the opening of 

Commonwealth Bolt; and construction of the health center in 1978.  Another 

important event occurred in 1978 when Rich Creek was chosen by the Institute of  

Cultural Affairs  for its  Town meeting program.  

 

The Town's heritage is most clearly seen in the old brick warehouses and store 

fronts in the Central Business District.  Despite being bypassed with the 

construction of U.S. 460, the downtown area continues to prosper from commercial 

and passenger traffic on Routes 219 and 460.  

 

The mid -twentieth century character of the Central Business District has been 

recognized as a valuable resource, and efforts to preserve the structures were 

made through the Town's zo ning ordinance.  Further efforts to acknowledge the 

Town's regional significance could include a historic marker commemorating the 

first settlement of the area.  



  
2008 Town of Rich Creek Comprehensive Plan      6 

GEOLOGY 

The Town of Rich Creek lies at the very edge of the Appalachian Plateau.  The 

primary difference between the Plateau and the Ridge and Valley Provinces (to the 

east) is the Ridge and Valley Province rocks are inclined at an angle to the surface 

of the land because of intense folding and faulting.  In the Appalachian Plateau, 

rocks are nearl y parallel to the surface of the land.  The bedrock in the Rich Creek 

area primarily consists of sandstone and shale of the Hinton formation, which date 

from the Mississippian period of geologic history. The souther n part of Town is 

underlain by limestone , which are also of Mississippian age.  

 

Giles County contains an active seismic zone. At least two relatively large 

earthquakes have occurred in the area since records have been kept.  The first, in 

the 1890's, resulted in some damage to property. The seco nd, occurring in 1969, 

was not reported to have caused damage but did cause stacks of books to sway at 

Radford University's library over thirty miles away.  Studies are now underway to 

gauge the probable extent of future earthquakes in the area.  

 

The sandstones in the area are generally quite strong rocks. The areas of shale 

outcrop are more suspect and often have soils with some doubtful characteristics. 

The possibility of earthquakes points to the need for careful geologic and soil 

investigations prior t o the construction of large buildings.  
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MAP 1  

LOCATION  
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SOILS  

Three major soil associations are found in the Rich Creek  area: soils on steep 

slopes; soils in flood plains; and soils capable of supporting low intensity 

development.  The soils on steep slopes are general ly unsuit able for development.  

The flood plain soils are quite good, but are subject to periodic flooding.  Further 

development on these soils should be limited to thoroughly flood -proofed and 

elevated structures.  The remaining soils are generally capabl e of supporting light 

urban development, but they often have severe limitations with respect to septic 

fields and wells.  Runoff from these soils tends  to have a high rapidity rate 

accompanied with a high erosion hazard.   

 

The poor quality of soils for se ptic fields and the difficulty of obtaining potable 

water point indicate a need for maintaining public water and sewerage systems, and 

extending the services whenever possible.  The increased potential for erosion 

underscores the need for careful enforceme nt of the soil erosion control 

ordinance. 

 

CLIMATE AND HYDROLOGY  

Rich Creek generally has a warm summer, and a mild winter in comparison to other 

areas in Giles County.  This is due to its relatively low elevation.  The Town is also 

subject to periodic atm ospheric inversions which tend to trap air close to the 

earth's surface.  The tendencies for inversions make  the Rich Creek area most 

suitable for light industries which do not contribute significant emissions to the 

atmosphere.  

 

The Town of Rich Creek li es in the New River drainage basin with all streams 

emptying very quickly into the New River.  Much of the lower portion of the Town 

is potentially subject to flooding as shown in Map 2 , which delineates both the 100 

year and the 500 year flood plain .  The potential for flooding underscores the need 

to maintain a strong flood plain ordinance, and to insure that buildings at risk are 

effectively flood -proofed.   The flood plain map displayed in this plan serves only as 

a representation of the actual flood pla in.  To make an official determination , Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) shall be utilized.  
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TOPOGRAPHY 

The majority of Rich Creek covers very steep land.  Map 3 shows the slope  of the 

land within the corporate limits  and immediately surrounding areas . Much of the 

land with moderate or low slopes ( 20 percent or under) is already  developed.  

Development on slopes greater than 25 percent makes  maintenance of streets and 

public services difficult.  Steep slopes are also generally more susceptible to 

geologic hazards.  Steep slopes should be avoided for all but the lightest intensity 

of development, provided the conditions are appropriate.
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MAP 2  

FLOODPLAIN  
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MAP 3  

 TOPOGRAPHY 


